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Online language courses
rocketingfor cityfirm

If the firm fits, email us the details
BusinessDay is beginning a
weekly series In Good Company
featuring established small to
medium-sized local and South
Island businesses making their
mark in the domestic and
international markets. If you
know a company that fits the
criteria, email the company

information and contacts to
business@press.co.nz

Newlaunch: Rocket Languages'chief executive lason Oxenham, front, with the Arabic team Melanie
Fairweather (back leftJ, Youstina Aiad and Michael Ghattas. Photo: CARYS MONTEATH

Tina Law

More than 60,000 people across
the world are learning languages
via programmes developed in a
Christchurch studio.

Rocket Ianguages is selling
more than 200 of its online
Ianguage courses each week and
is predicting 100 per cent gror,rth
this year.

The company has experi-
enced similar growth each year
since it was set up in 2004 by
friends Jason Oxenham and
Mark Ling.

Oxenham said he expected to
see a dip in growth as the
economic pressure went on last
year, but it had experienced the
opposite.

About 65 per cent of sales
were made to the United States,
l0 per cent to Canada, 5 per cent
to Australasia and the remaining
amount was scattered around
the world.

New Zealand sales were less
than 1 per cent, so Rocket lan-
guages was virtually unknown in
this country.

However, it was ranked 34th
in the Deloitte Fast 50 index last
year and took out the top spot
for the company with the fastest
growing investment in research
and development.

Rocket Languages was profit-
able after 12 months, but
Oxenham and Ling have
concentrated on putting the
profits back into the company to
develop new products.

Seven languages were offered
including Spanish, French, Ger-
man, Italian, |apanese, Chinese
and sigrr language. The company
was also about to launch Arabic,

Korean and Hindi languages.
The company emplo,vs 11

firll-time staff and 22 part-
timers, up from nine fi,rll-timers
and l0 part-timers 18 months
ago'

Oxenham said thel' had
managed to find all the stafT they
needed in Christchurch, d-
though someone fluent in
Arabic who spoke with a United
States accent had been a chal-
lenge. A-fter launching the next
three languages, Rocket would
concentrate on dweloping com-
plimentary products including
audio boola and videos.
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Sky shares up
Sky Tetevision shares er
from a week of cascadir
changes in the broadcac
industry sharpty up, but
trading at a bargain, acc
to a buttish research reo
Forsyth Barr. Televis,on I
Zeatand last week said I
bought a third share " T
New Zeatand and Aust';
top box business for ASi
(NZ$9.7m), but Forsyth i
betieves Sky is tikety tc ,r
sates. TiVo custome:s ',v
pay to reptace TiVo roxt
they faited out of wa':v
TV met this cost throug'
subscription charges il'
timit TiVo's appeat.

Telecon
separatl
ayear ol

Tom R{la-Strecker

It's l reli tomorrorr' sin
ar;titrn t)art' markcd
ision oi Telecom int
operathg companier.

Telecom chief ex.'.r:
Rernolds reckons th.' n
been a success.

"l think it is a s.rtr
structure the compranr'.
much more custontet
and this is a much
operation than it r'.4:
ago," he savs.

Chorus chiei c'xc';uti
Ratclini savs the indr,
improved.

"lt is certainlv
pleasurable iindustn'
in than it rvas tbur r'.'ars

i have ail ero*n,up. and
i got hesh challenges

of shortases oi capita
holders that arc' risk-ar
rvanting tintastic retr
investment and the
economv in he.'t'ail.'


